@ There are many pre-historic trackways in this locality including the Abbot's Way and the
Honeygore complex comprising of the Honeygore, Honeycat, Honeybee and Honeypot

Trackway Avalon Marshes Heritage Walks:

© Piecemeal reclamation and drainage of this area began in medieval times and has

continued to shape the landscape ever since; the drainage allowed extraction from the M Sﬂ“a n ds & p‘@ atma Hn‘ds

raised peat bogs. : ] - } ~ . }
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(@ Peat extraction has taken place on the levels since Roman times; a peat factory was Avalon Marshes Centre to West 1dy

established in the area by 1891, and by the 1940s The Eclipse Peat Company owned
most of the land in the area. Mechanisation of cutting and the introduction of the
plastic bag in the 1950s dramatically changed the area.

@) Over 200,000 years ago islands of clay and shelly sand known as Burtle beds were
formed; these created suitable land for occupation across the moors such as Burtle
after which the beds are named.

@ Willow has been harvested using traditional pollarding for centuries; the Somerset
Levels is now the only area in the UK where willow is grown commercially for basket
making and is used for passenger baskets for hot air balloons or coffins amongst
other things.

@ Dairy herds are a prominent feature within the Avalon Marshes and have historically
been a significant provider to the local economy.

(© Before 1774, when the Petition of Enclosure was introduced, a landowner did not even
have to notify his neighbours that he was petitioning Parliament to redistribute their
property, you could wake up one morning to find your land was being taken from you.

(@ Fisheries were a vital resource to Glastonbury Abbey; in addition to the one at Meare
there have been fisheries recorded at Godney, Marchey and one probably near
Panborough.

@ The Hy-Mac digger in the front picture is a common sight on the Avalon Marshes and is
equally effective at keeping ditches clear for drainage as it is for excavating peat.

More information about this walk and others can be found at . . . - ‘ _ L :

www.avalonmarshes.org One of a series of circular hemtafg_e walking routes in the Avalon
Marshes of Somerset.

Acknowledgements:

Walk adapted from Route C in ‘Meare & Westhay Circular Walks’, which has three other

local walks to explore. Special thanks to the many local volunteers who have been involved

in the surveying of walking routes across the Avalon Marshes. . e N ave lived and

Lots more information on the local area can be found at the Avalon Marshes Centre. S e

Feedback:

If you would like to comment on this walk route, please contact us at:
Avalon Marshes Centre, Shapwick Road, Westhay, Somerset, BA6 9TT
T: 01458 860556 E: info@avalonmarshes.org
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Specific footpath faults should be reported to Somerset County Council.
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